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MINUTES 
General Assembly of Members of the 14th Annual Meeting of the 
European Society for Dermatological Research 
The Rai-Congrescentrum, Amsterdam, May 22, 1984 
HERBERT HbNJGSMANN, M.D., SECRETARY 
Present: Forty-three active members. 
Presidential Address: The President, W. van Vloten wel-
comed the members to the General Assembly. He then sadly 
announced the death of two members of the Society, Dr. Roy 
Summerly ofthe U.K. and Dr. A. F. D. Smit from Holland. Dr. 
Summerly had been an active member of the EDSR since its 
inception and he was a member of the British Society of 
Investigative Dermatology. Dr. Smit, aged 37, was a staff mem-
ber of the Department of Dermatology at the University of 
Rotterdam. A tribute of two minutes ' silence was respected by 
the members of the General Assembly. 
W. van Vloten then referred to the problem that the central 
theme might deter people from submitting abstracts outside 
the main topic and felt that the ESDR should be continually 
aware of this danger. He also drew attention to the growth and 
activity of new investigative societies related to skin research. 
He felt that t he ESDR, as an international platform for the 
whole fie ld of investigative dermatology, should encourage the 
members of these societies to present their work at ESDR 
Meetings, in order not to lose interesting scientific material. 
He finally thanked G. Plewig for organizing the printing of 
the membership list and the new statutes of the Society, gen-
erously carried out by Dr. Hans Wendt of Schering AG, Berlin. 
Minutes of the Last General Assembly: These were approved 
without dissent. 
Report of the S ecretary: H. Honigsmann was pleased to 
inform the membership that there wou ld be no increase in the 
membership fee for 1984/85 despite a substantial rise in the 
expenses of t he Society. 
He then went on to comment that the present state of the 
membership was better than ever. As of May 15, 1984 there 
were 441 members, 420 regular and 21 supporting. This year 
the Board proposed 31 new applicants for active membership 
in the Society and 6 new supporters, 4 of whom came from the 
U.K., encouraged by Dr. Cunliffe. There had, however, been 6 
resignations. He stressed that more financia l support would be 
needed as the activities of the Society and the expenses in-
crease, and urged all members who are not members of the 
Board to make every effort to find new supporters in their own 
countries. He drew the membership's attention to the last page 
of the programme booklet where a large number of companies 
who contributed to the meeting are listed, and he expressed his 
sincere thanks to them for their financial assistance in hard 
economic times. 
H. Honigsmann next referred to the previous November 30 
deadline for application of membership and informed the As-
sembly that the Board had now decided to abolish this deadline, 
seeing no practical reason for such a date anymore . Applications 
would now be accepted as long as the application form, together 
with a currricu lum vitae and a list of publications, was received 
by the secretary before the Winter Board Meeting in January 
or February. 
As to other activities of the Society, H. Honigsmann com-
mented on the very successfu l Clinically Oriented Symposium 
on "The Urticarias" in January organized by Professor Greaves 
and Dr. Black from the Institute of Dermatology in collabora-
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tion with Drs. Champion and Pye from Cambridge. He ex-
pressed the hope of seeing the proceedings of the Meeting soon, 
particularly since for a long time there had been no such 
comprehensive information on this topic. In the same context, 
he reported on the Board's plans to have future Clinically 
Oriented Symposia published in a regular proceedings series 
and that members of the Board were at present approaching 
several publishers thought suitable for this task. 
Reference was made to the Board's decision two years ago to 
invite and subsidize dermatologists from Eastern Europe. H. 
Honigsmann commented on the disappointing response, adding 
that only East Germany had responded and three colleagues 
from this country were attending the meeting. He fe lt that as 
a European Society, the ESDR should consider this invitation 
as a standing offer and continue to make it known to colleagues 
in these countries. 
H. Honigsmann confirmed that as the ESDR was now a 
member of the International League of Dermatological Socie-
ties (ILDS), they could actively influence the programme de-
cision-making of the next International Congress on Derma-
tology in 1987 in Berlin. 
Finally, H. Honigsmann referred to the ongoing meeting, 
which had attracted a record 231 abstracts. U nfortunately only 
122 abstracts (53%) could be included in the programme, and 
this was only possible by introducing two parallel concurrent 
scientific sessions. Quite a number of abstracts, which may 
have been suitable for aceptance, did not meet the upper score 
level and had to be rejected. He pointed out, however, that in 
view of the steady rise in the number of abstracts submitted, 
the organizational aspects of future ESDR meetings would have 
to be closely looked into. As of May 22, 1984, 319 people had 
registered, of whom 168 were non-members. 
In his last report as Secretary of the Society, H. Honigsmann 
expressed the pleasure he had often had doing this job, the 
work load of which had been alleviated with the help of his 
secrertary, Hebe Jeffrey. He thanked all members who had 
contributed to the Society during his term of office. 
Report of the Treasurer: B. Vermeer reported that the finan-
cial status of the ESDR had improved. The credit balance as 
of January 1, 1984 stood at 34,000 guilders, compared to 6,000 
guilders on January 1, 1983. Contributing towards this increase 
was a grant of approximately 15,000 guilders received from the 
Dutch government which sponsors the organization of large 
congresses, and income from increased supporting membership 
fees . However, there had been no revenue from commercial 
exhibitions at the 1983 Joint Meeting, the cost of the JID had 
risen because of the high dollar exchange rate and interest rates 
were half that of 1982. Guest lectures had cost more and Board 
expenses were unusually high because of the extra Programme 
Committee Meeting in Washington. The Savings Account, 
brought over from 1982 stood at 50,000 guilders and B. Vermeer 
felt confident that he would be able to increase these savings 
in 1984 by about 30,000 to 40,000 guilders, partly because the 
SID promised to pay about 15,000 guilders to the ESDRas part 
of the profits made from fees and donations at the 1983 Joint 
Meeting. 
Dec. 1984 
Report of the Editor of the J/D: Dr. Howard Baden, the 
Editor of the JID expressed his pleasure to be attending the 
meeting and immediately assured the members that the JID 
was healthy and thriving. He spoke of the Editorial Board 
changes, the appointment of Arthur Sober as Chief Associate 
Editor and was very pleased to welcome Dr. B. Czarnetzki as a 
new member of the Editorial Board. He informed the members 
that the time from acceptance to publication of a paper had 
been accelerated and was running at a maximum of six months, 
and any delay was often due to reviewers holding the papers an 
excessively long time. As to the layout of the Journal, it had 
been decided to stop the "continuous makeup" of papers and 
revert back to the original format with abstracts starting on a 
fresh page. 
Dr. Baden then elaborated on the new feature of publishing 
monthly editorials in the Journal, primarily to highlight new 
findings or to call attention to new important areas of biomed-
ical research; for the most part these are based on a paper in 
that particular issue of the Journal. The Editorial Board felt 
that the editorials might also attract more interest in the 
Journal from trainees and make at least some of the material 
more relevant. Dr. Baden welcomed input from the members 
as to their views on the value of these editorials and possible 
topics that should be covered. He also stressed the need for 
more European reviewers to relieve those who were repeatedly 
asked to review papers. 
Dr. Baden reported that in 1983 the number of original 
reports (193) and the pages (1127) published were an all-time 
high. On the other hand, the number of papers submitted so 
far this year (1984) was up 20%, and to deal with this problem, 
it would probably be necessary to eventually lower the accept-
ance rate. If the financial status of the Society could be stabi-
lized, however, an alternative would be to ask the Board for 
additional pages on an ad hoc basis. 
To close his report, Dr. Baden reported that although Wil-
liams & Wilkins has published the Journal since its inception 
almost 50 years ago, and although they are a first-class pub-
lisher, they may have become too expensive. We are currently 
trying to negotiate a more favorable financia l arrangement. A 
decision by the Publications Committee on this matter will 
likely be made this summer. 
R eport of the Programme Committee (A. Giannetti, Chair-
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man, W. Cunliffe, P . Fritsch, J. Saurat): A. Giannetti reported 
that 35% of the submitted abstracts related to immunology, 
40% to biochemistry, 10% to microbiology, and 5% to morpho-
logic and miscellaneous subjects. These percentages had not 
altered much in the last few years. The quality of the papers, 
he said, was to some extent influenced by the selection of the 
central theme. 
There was a motion from the floor to increase the number of 
Programme Committee members. A Giannetti informed the 
members that the Committee has already expanded from the 
original three (as stated in the Statutes) to four. 
Some criticism arose from the audience about having a 
central theme for the Annual Meeting as this could narrow the 
scope of the meeting. The Programme Committee confirmed 
that papers were selected only on grounds of quality and not 
because they fitted into the central theme. It was agreed to 
have a central theme once more for 1985 ("Receptors") and to 
discuss this item then at the next General Assembly. 
Appointment of N ew M embers: Thirty-seven applications 
were considered and accepted by the Society (31 active and 6 
supporting). There had been six resignations. 
Appointment of M embers of the Board : The President re-
ported that the following members were due to retire after six 
years of service: W. van Vloten, G. P lewig, and H. Honigsmann, 
and J. Ortonne after three years of service. The election of the 
following active members was recommended by the Board: B. 
Czarnetzki (Munster) , H. Kerl (Graz) , and J . Ring (Munich) . 
The Board proposed the re-election of J. Ortonne for one 
further term of office, to ensure continuity. The General assem-
bly approved the nominations without dissent. 
Place and Date of the 1986 Annual M eeting (Joint Meeting 
with The Society for Investigative Dermatology): The 1986 
Meeting will be held in Geneva in the second half of June. 
Officers of the Board: The President informed the member-
ship of the following appointments: A. Giannetti, President; 
W. Cunliffe, Secretary; and B. Vermeer, Treasurer. The Pro· 
gramme Committee: P . Fritsch (Chairman), J. Saurat, T. 
Thody, and B. Czarnetzki (as coopted member). 
Other Business: The incoming President, A. Giannetti ex-
pressed, on behalf of the members, his thanks and gratitude to 
the outgoing President and Secretary for their service to t he 
Society during their terms of office. 
